
 

It is with great 
pride to say, 
all I see is 
Blackhawk 
Brigade 
patches. I also 
want to thank 
our Ladies 
and Family 
members that 
continue to 
push us care 
packages and 

information from the home front.  Just recently we received 
photos of Operation Valentine that gave us great smiles of our 
Lion ladies as they received flowers from their Soldiers.  Bush-

master continues to upgrade our force protection capabil-
ity on FOB Kalsu (also just completed its  yearly reenlist-

ment objectives), the Spartans 
have assumed responsibility 
for a Quick Reaction Force for 
the FOB, and the House of 
Pain have  returned from PB 
Husayinah as they facilitated 
the move for B/1-77 FA.  The 

Wolfpack continues to 
train and support the bat-
talion through its many 
different staff sections.  
Just recently, Wolfpack 
won the Kalsu Sports Day 
trophy- great Job. We also 
had 9 Officers selected for 
promotion to CPT with 

two officers promotion 
dates effective 30 JanτCPT 
Martinez and CPT McGraw.  
God bless ς Black Lionsτ
Strength and Honor!!! 

F 
ebruary has come 
and the Battalion 
has begun to move 
into position in one 

ƻŦ LǊŀǉΩǎ му ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ 
is assuming responsibility for the 
Karbala province which borders the 
Babel province.  We have also wel-
comed B/1-77FA into our fold.  The 
ά.ǳƭƭǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ t. 
Husayniah  (about 60 KMs west of 
Kalsu) to align themselves with the 
Provincial Reconstruction Team and 
support the State Department folks 
in moving the local governments 
forward.  Our Scouts 
are actively engaged 
in training one of the 
specialty platoons of 
the 1st Battalion, 33rd 
Iraqi Infantry Brigade.   
We have also begun 
our Leave program 
with over 74 Soldiers 
taking leave this 
month and we 
have another 90 
Soldiers taking 
leave next 
month.  I am also 
very proud to 
announce that 
the battal-
ion re-
ceived its 
Shoulder 
Sleeve In-
signia 
(Combat 
Patch) for 
its partici-
pation in 
Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 
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Soldiers of the Black Lions  

Strength and Honor  

Black Lions on a night to remember 

Lionesses on a Valentines Day to Remember 

mailto:john.reynolds6@us.army.mil


BLACK LION 7 

pany won the NCO of the 
Quarter and PFC Sapp of 
Bravo Company won the 
Soldier of the Quarter. Both 
these Soldiers will repre-
sent the Black Lions at the 
Brigade level NCO/SOQ 
Board that will be held on 
the 13th. 
Overall we are doing great 
here and everyday our 
Black Lions continue to 
amaze me. Whether it be 
on patrol, in the motor 
pool, PT, at the DFAC, or 
just everyday normal busi-
ness, our Black Lion Sol-
diers are continuously get-
ting after it. Everywhere on 
the FOB or out in sector 
one can hear a loud a bois-
ǘŜǊƻǳǎΣ ά.[!/Y [Lhb{ {LwέΣ 
ά{¢w9bD¢I !b5 IhbhwέΦ 
Until next month take care 
and Ahui ho. 
CSM Patrick K. Akuna Jr. 
Black Lion 7 
Strength & Honor 

 

A 
loha every-
one. From the 
CSMs Corner 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭπ

come you to the Febru-
ary edition of the Black 
Lion newsletter. As you 
would expect, the Black 
Lions are continuing to 
ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ 
and are leading the 
way in Standards and 
Discipline. For the month of February we initiated the Black Lion 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Program. This 
training program will be held on a monthly basis and will be geared 
toward the continued education of our 1SGs, SFCs, SSGs, and SGTs. 
On 1 February, SGM Spillman and I gave a class to our 1SGs and 
SFCs on the Centralized Promotion Board System. On the 8th, 1SG 
Quashie and 1SG Ybay taught our SSGs an advanced class on NCO-
ERs, and later this month, the PSGs of Bravo Company will teach our 
SGTs an advanced class on Counseling.  Now these classes are just 
Part I of the Black Lion NCO Professional Development Program.  
Part II consists of a monthly dinner hosted by the Battalion Com-
mander and I. The dinner will be separated by Skill Level and enable 
our NCOs to have to opportunity to eat and converse with the two 
Senior Leaders of the Battalion. This will also give our NCOs an op-
portunity to bring up any concerns that they may have or confirm 
ƻǊ ŘŜƴȅ ŀƴȅ ǊǳƳƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ Řƛƴπ
ners have been a total success and the 
commander and I feel it is a push in the 
right direction to strengthen and build the 
camaraderie, moral, and esprit de corps of 
our Noncommissioned Officers. 
On the 11th we conducted our monthly 
promotion board and I am proud to say 
that SGT Bolton from Charlie Company 
was recommended for promotion to Staff 
Sergeant.  We also held the NCO and Sol-
dier of the Quarter Board for the 2nd Quar-
ter where CPL Brown from Charlie Com-
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{ŜƴƛƻǊ b/hΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ млǘƘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aŀƧƻǊ wŜŘƳƻǊŜ  

Black Lion 7 and Wolfpack 7 during Superbowl 



BLACK LION HISTORIAN 

tion.  The 172nd Separate 
Infantry Brigade SSI was 
authorized on August 28, 
1963.  Its colors: blue, 
yellow and red represent 
the combat arms: Infan-
try, Armor and Field Artil-
lery, respectively.  The 
bayonet alludes to the 
Infantry and symbolizes 
attack.  The mountains 
refer to the terrain over 
which the units will ma-
neuver to gain and hold 
ground. The Great Dipper 
and North Star allude to 
Alaska, where the bri-
gade was originally 
formed.   
 Though this 
patch is not distinctive to 
our homes in Germany, 
we still embrace it be-
cause as COL Sinclair 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
rest of your life, yours to 
give to your children, 
yours to show your 
friends, it is yours as a 
symbol of brotherhood 
and sisterhood inside of 
an organization that only 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ 
 

Written by: 1LT Bryan Kelso 
and SSG James Lesco 

 
 

 O n the 1st 
of Feb-
ruary 

нллф ǘƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪ [ƛƻƴǎέ 
took part in a historic and 
important event. The 
members of Task Force 2-
28 IN were awarded their 
Shoulder Sleeve Insignia 
Former Wartime Service, 
commonly referred to as 
ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳōŀǘ tŀǘŎƘΦέ 
For many this is their sec-
ond and third deploy-
ment, but for some it is 
their first. No matter how 
many deployments they 
have had, the patch cere-
mony was special to eve-
ryone and will remain as 
a lasting memory from 
their time in Iraq during 
OIF 08-10. The event was 
marked by inspiring mu-
sic, a tremendous bon-
fire, and even smoke that 
blanketed the graveled 
parade field. 
 ¢ƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪ [ƛƻƴǎέ 
donned their combat 
patches a bit later than 
the rest of the Black 
Hawk BDE because the 
ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ Yǳǿŀƛǘ 
was extended and the 
.59Ωǎ ǇŀǘŎƘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭŀŎƪ 
[ƛƻƴǎέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ 
for a mission. Some may 
have been disappointed 
to have missed the first 
ceremony but most ap-
preciated the uniqueness 

of being the only battalion in the brigade to have their 
own ceremony. 
The BDE Commander, COL Jeffery A. Sinclair, initiated 
the ceremony by speaking to the formation about the 
importance and history of the combat patch. The patch 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ 
of war. Even though many soldiers have in our forma-
tion have earned more than one combat patch, most of 
them from last deployment with 1-26 IN 2nd BCT 1ID, 
the BDE Commander encouraged every soldier to wear 
the 172nd patch as their combat patch to represent be-
ƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ 
on terror. Once COL Sinclair finished his speech he 
awarded LTC Reynolds his combat patch. Black Lion 6 
then awarded his Company Commanders; from there 
the effect cascaded down from the commanders until 
the every soldier in the formation was wearing a 172nd 
combat patch. 
The tradition of the shoulder sleeve insignia began dur-
ing World War I as a symbol of unit pride.   General 
John J. Pershing suggested all units adopt the custom of 
wearing the shoulder sleeve insignia from the 81st In-
ŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ά²ƛƭŎŀǘǎέ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
patch.  The U.S. Army officially adopted this custom on 
October 19, 1918.  By World War II, all army groups, 
field armies, corps, and divisions, as well as all major 
Army commands, had unique SSI. These SSI would often 
be created with symbolism alluding to the unit's forma-
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BLACK LION Shepherd  

ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǿŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΦέ  
God is a hopeless romantic. 

It is also nice to have a circle of friends on whom 
we can rely, who not only love us as brothers, but who 
like us as friends.   We 
are all knit together 
by our creeds, cus-
toms and courtesies, 
but there is a little 
something extra that 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ άōǳŘŘƛŜǎΦέ 

 In a 
broader context, the 
American service 
member has become 
the object of infatua-
tion.  Americans are 
compelled  by law to 
love the Soldier, every 
fifteenth of April they are reminded of the fiscal cost of 
freedom.  In the newspapers and on the nightly news 
they see the sacrifice.  Yet there are those who, like the 
girls in first grade, actually care to connect, who take an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ άǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘΦέ 

These Americans, through their care packages, 
birthday cards and special greetings, remind us that 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΩ ǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

This January I received two boxes of Christmas 
Cards from Linda Yaneck Walsh, a citizen of Streamwood, 
Illinois.  She had mobilized her friends, who teamed up 
with her to create or buy the cards.  The cards contain 
personal notes of encouragement and some even in-
cluded email addresses. 

 Christmas cards in January?  They came to me in 
January because she had originally sent them to the Black 
Lions in Kuwait, from whence they were returned to her 
because we could not receive mail as a transient unit.  
She contacted my wife and asked when we would actu-
ally have an address in Iraq.  As soon as we had that ad-
dress, she sent the Christmas cards again, so we could 
enjoy them, even if they were a month late.  Never mind 
that the cards had Christmas trees, Santa Claus and win-

N 
o one is sure who the original 
Saint Valentine was.  Some say 
he was a priest who performed 
weddings not authorized by the 

Roman government, others say he was a Bishop 
who was martyred during a Roman feast which 
celebrated romance.  There are still other traditions 
regarding the identity of St. Valentine, which have 
been stitched into the composite which forms our 
modern holiday.  No matter what, it is nice to have 
ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
gift of romance to us.  (Some would argue that it is 
just another thing to get nailed for, when we for-
get.) 

Do you remember the compulsory giving 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚ  
Mom would buy a pack of fifty cards, the teacher 

would give us a class roster, and the arduous work 
of writing names would begin.  It did not matter 
whether we liked someone or not, everyone got a 
card.  As I recall, the girls were the only ones who 
ever actually read the cards. 

 We all have that special someone, 
or desire to have that special someone, who writes 
ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΧŀƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  wƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ 
love, within the confines of moral uprightness and 
decorum, is holy and good.  In the Bible we read 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ  άΦΦΦ{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
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SPC Fielding and SPC Fiscalletti  

Soldiers on Staff Duty admire 

Christmas Cards 



ǘŜǊȅ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ άǿŜ 
ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  ! ƴƻǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ƛǘŜƳƛȊπ
ƛƴƎ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƎƛŦǘΦ 

ά/ŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΥ Ϸрл 
Postage to Iraq (Twice): $40 
Sending our love and support to the troops: 

 ΨtǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎΩέ 
I got a little misty eyed after reading the note.  

[ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǎ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘπ
ism.  We all support the troops by paying our taxes, but 
Linda and her crew wanted to support our mission in a 
personal way.  They volunteered to go above and be-
yond. 

We are an Army at war, and the operations 
tempo is exhausting.  In this context, Soldiering has 
gained even more of its prestige.  It has always been a 
noble and gallant profession, a lifestyle requiring sacri-
fice and strict dedication to duty.  During an era of crisis, 

these attributes 
are thrust to the 
fore.  In a wartime Army, it ceases 
to be the free technical school 
which boasted to an earlier gen-
eration, Σ άǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ
ŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘΧȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƛǘΦέ  wŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ 
commercials now ask, one way or 
another, if a potential re-
cruit is steeled for sacrifice.    
 Americans get it; 
with the new call to service 
has come a new apprecia-
tion for the work of the Sol-

dier.  Americans like Linda  understand the power of home front 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛπ
can Soldier represents the bravest  ideals and  purest realities of 
our great country. 

The love affair is not one sided.  An anonymous wise man 
ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊ ŦƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦέ   ¢ƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ [ƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
flattered and humbled by the fact that someone would work so hard to 
express their gratitude.  The Christmas cards became a type of Valen-
ǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŘΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

We must never forget that we fight on behalf of a grateful na-
tion.  They may not understand the work which sometimes lasts all night, 
or the boredom which sometimes lasts all day, but they know our work 
is effective, necessary, and holy.  There are those who cast aspersions on 
the mission or who doubt the legitimacy of what we are doing.  Some 

actively work to see 
our efforts come to 
naught.   These indi-
viduals may get a lot of 
attention and make 
lots of noise, but for 
every one of them, 
there are one thou-
ǎŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎΣ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ 
for an opportunity to 
bless the troops.  I feel 
sorry for those who 
will never know the 
sense of pride that 
comes from being in-
volved and engaged 
with this struggle for 
peace and freedom.   
hǳǊ CwDΩǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 
sense of pride, and 

they share both the sacrifice and the glory 
of a job well done.  So do our mothers and 
fathers, brothers, sisters, Family Members 
and friends. 

Most importantly, America is pray-
ing for its troops, and God hears these 

prayers.  
Whether you 
are a  Family 
Member, Sol-
dier, or a Sup-
porter of the 
Black Lions, 
know that we 
are not alone.  
America loves all 
who are in-
volved in the 

struggle for freedom.  Their gratitude is as 
essential to the Soldier as ammunition.  
Thank you Linda, for going the extra mile, 
and sending the Christmas cards an extra  
6,377 miles.  Thanks to all who support the 
Black Lions with your prayers and your 
packages.  You are our Black Lions Valen-
tines. 
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SPC Geary reads a Christmas Greeting 

PFC Orzel  

SPC Enorio, another grateful Soldier 



Bushmasters  

 

CPT. Gunther ð mike.gunther1@eur.army.mil & 1SG Ausbrooks ð gary.ausbrooks@eur.army.mil 

and has shown 
them that it is 
possible to have a 
peaceful change 
in leadership.  
Everything was 
quiet on Election 
Day. The reports 
from the polling 
places were con-
sistently good.    
The Iraqis showed 
up to the polls in 
large numbers 
and there were no 
ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ άǾƻǘŜǊ 
ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅέ ǎŜŜƴ 

by the civilian observers.  
These elections are the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ LǊŀǉΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ 
journey towards becom-
ing a free and peaceful 
country.  The Bushmas-
ters participated in the 
Black Lion Organizational 
Day, finishing second to 
HHC.  

On January 19th 
the Bushmasters joined 
the rest of the Brigade in 
a remembrance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.   
The entire Brigade gath-
ered together and 
marched to the outdoor 
stage where a ceremony 
was held to honor the 
late Reverend.  The cere-
mony included a speech 
by the Brigade Fire Sup-
port Officer, songs by the 

H 
ello and greet-
ings from For-
ward Operation 
Base (FOB) 

Kalsu, Iraq.  We grew again this 
month, welcoming the Mortar Pla-
ǘƻƻƴ όά/ǊŀȊȅέύ ŦǊƻƳ II/ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Bushmaster Team.  Our company is 
now the largest it has been in the 
past year.  Throughout the month 
of January we were busy moving 
from our previous location at Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait, to our new area 
of operations (AO) at FOB Kalsu.  
Upon arrival, we wasted no time 
getting our Company Command 
Post (CP), vehicles and equipment 
ready for operations.  Every Bushmaster has done his 
part to make our company fully mission ready, whether 
it was building offices or securing the FOB.  During the 
month there were two significant events:  the inaugura-
tion of our new Commander-in-Chief, President Barrack 
Obama, and the Iraqi Provincial Elections.  Many Sol-
diers gathered in the Dining Facility (DFAC) to watch the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ  Lǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
great opportunity to see and hear the new Commander-
in-/ƘƛŜŦΩǎ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
years.  We also focused our attention on the Iraqi pro-
vincial elections.  The elections were the first time that 
Iraqis could vote directly for their local leaders in a free 
and fair election, and their success demonstrated a 
great victory not only for the Iraqi people, but for our 
hard work and sacrifice throughout the last several 
years. 

Although we have only been here for a month, 
we wasted no time beginning initial operations on FOB 
Kalsu and in our current AO.  Throughout the month we 
worked on FOB perimeter walls and towers and con-
ducted Quick Reaction Force (QRF) duty.  Several lead-
ers in the company started going out on patrols into the 
local towns with the units currently conducting opera-

tions in the Brigade AO 
to get to know the 
streets and become fa-
miliar with the Iraqi peo-
ple.  All of the platoons 
took to the streets of Iraq 
in order to gauge voter 
participation in the Iraqi 
Provincial elections and 
to see the new and im-
proved Iraqi Army.  We 
were pleased to hear 
that many of the Iraqis 
were excited for the elec-
tions and looked forward 
to voting.  The Iraqi peo-
ple, even in the small 
towns, sensed the ex-
treme importance of this 
local election.  The re-
cent American election 
and Presidential change-
over set a great model 
for the Iraqis to follow 
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Ch. Yŀƭǎǳ /ƘƻƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άL IŀǾŜ ŀ 5ǊŜŀƳέ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
great opportunity to unite as a Brigade and remember that we are all members of one team. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŜƴƭƛǎǘ ƻǊ άǊŜ-ǳǇέ ƛƴ 
the Army.  At the beginning of the month SGT Devon Reece, our Maintenance Shop Foreman, and two of our tankers, 
SSG Bryant Woodberry and SGT Steven Horney reenlisted in front of the company.  Later in the month, PFC Brian 
McPherson and PFC Joshua Tyler reenlisted with Major General Michael Oates, the Commanding General of the 10th 
Mountain Division.  MG Oates gave each Soldier a coin for their renewed commitment to the Army.  Additionally, he 
gave coins to 1SG Gary Ausbrooks, SFC Thomas Nunn, SPC Gabriel Matt, and SPC Timothy Ashley (who was also pro-
moted this month).  Currently, the Bushmasters are one Soldier away from being the first company in the Corps to 
meet their 2009 reenlistment goals.  We have five Soldiers now waiting, so hopefully next month we can tell you 
about another competition the Bushmasters have won. 

We started the month of February with the battalion combat patch ceremony.  The entire battalion gathered 
as one to participate in the special event 
complete with bonfire and torches.  During 
the ceremony the Brigade Commander 
spoke to us and read the orders authoriz-
ing us to wear the 172nd Infantry Brigade 
patch on our right shoulder.  The combat 
ǇŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǳƭπ
der to show that the Soldier served in 
combat with a particular unit and served 
as a member of that team.  We proudly 
wear the 172nd combat patch as members 
of the Blackhawk team. 
Although we have been hard at work, it 
has not been all business.  The month 
ended with the excitement of Super Bowl 
XLIII.  Following the patch ceremony we 
got ready for the big game as Arizona Car-
dinal and Pittsburgh Steelers fans gathered 
in the DFAC for some great American foot-
ball.  The DFAC was filled with soldiers 

cheering as their favorite teams battled it 
out on the gridiron.  Many of us took advantage of a new rule which allowed each Soldier to consume two beers 
while we watched the Super Bowl.  It was a great time but only the Steelers fans left the DFAC happy that night. 

In closing we would like to thank everyone back home for all of your help and support.  We greatly appreci-
ŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {C/ bǳƴƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ 
has created a website dedicated to the Bushmasters.  Mrs. Nunn is constantly updating the website with pictures we 
send her, so please visit the site and try to find your Soldier.  Additionally, there is a page dedicated to Friends and 
Family where you can post pictures for us to see the home front.  If you would like to view the webpage please go to 
www.228bushmasters.com . 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀ IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀƳπ
ily Readiness Group.  Please send questions and/or concerns to SGT James Cooper, Tina Ausbrooks or use our email 
addresses. 

Kaphar Hunnu Bhanda Marnu Ramro! Bushmasters! 
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Spartans  
CPT. Summers ð Robert.m.summers@us.army.mil & 1SG Ybay ð tim.ybay@us.army.mil 

the trucks and equipment work as 
efficiently as possible is also essen-
tial and part of the regular work 
load in Iraq.  Not a day goes by 
that the Spartans are not moving 
full speed to ready the vehicles 
and equipment and accomplish 
the missions at hand.  In addition 
to the work, there have been sev-
eral events in which the Spartans 
have had the opportunity to par-
ticipate. 
 To commemorate the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
many Spartans took part in a memorial march across FOB Kalsu.  Indeed, it 
is a grand thing that soldiers at war on the other side of the world took the 
time to celebrate the work of Dr. King.   
 ̀ During the time of the Iraqi Provincial Elections, many soldiers com-

peted in several tournaments during Black Lion Sports Day.  The pugil-stick 
competition was an exciting crowd-pleaser.  Not surprisingly, the Spartans 
had some powerhouse competitors in the event.  SGTs Rylance and Wright 
with PFC Fretz were all finalists in the heavy-weight class.  SGT Rylance was 
the Spartan who reigned in the end with several devastating wins, including 
a knockout shot.  The Spartans also represented the company very well on 
the basketball courts finishing second only to HHC.  Altogether, the 
Spartans demonstrated true warrior spirit against their fellow soldiers and 
did the company proud. 
 On the night of the Super Bowl the Soldiers of Charlie Company re-
ceived their combat patches for their service with the 172nd Brigade Com-

bat Team.  This momentous occasion was followed by celebratory 
events.  The two beers each allotted to each Soldier for the Super 
Bowl was a welcomed facet of these events .  Sipping a couple of 
brews with fellow soldiers on a cool Iraqi night was a great finish-
ing touch. 
 !ǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
and the endless support they lend to their Soldiers is especially 
ƪŜŜƴΦ  CŀƳƛƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǇŀǊǘŀƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ  
They send their thanks and love to their families waiting patiently 
ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀǊǘŀƴǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ 
which all of the work Soldiers do is based.  The value of the fami-
ƭƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎŀƭŎǳƭŀōƭŜΦ 

 T he Spartans 
have had an 
eventful time 

since their arrival to wonder-
ful FOB Kalsu. It took Charlie 
Company a little while to get 
to the final destination in 
Iraq.  However, once the 
Spartans arrived at Kalsu, it 
did not take long for them to 
get down to business. 
 The Spartans have 
occupied themselves with 
various missions, events and 
activities.  The Spartans have 
a routine of several tasks to 
fulfill in order to help accom-
plish the various missions of 
the Black Lion Battalion.  Es-
cort missions to help aid the 
Support Battalion in their 
movements of material have 
been regular part of the Spar-
tan life.  Going out the wire 
to support the effort in any 
way possible is certainly the 
more visible feature of the 
work the Spartans do in 
Kalsu.  However, making sure 
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Pain  
       CPT. Lawrence ï daniel.lawrence@us.army.mil & 1SG Smerer ï steven.smerer@us.army.mil  

fire but also smoke pots 
and loud music.  Many 
soldiers of the company 
stated that they would 
always remember this 
ceremony because it was 
clear that the brigade 
spent many hours pre-

paring for it. 
 The Super 
Bowl was the culmi-
nation of February 
1st.  Every single 
individual fell into 
one of three groups 
that night.  The first 
group consisted of 
football infatuated 
soldiers.  The sec-
ond group was 
filled with those 
who do not like 
football.  The final 
group was filled 
with everyone else 

who could care less what 
was going on as long as 
they got the two beers 
provided to them via the 
Army.  As most know, 
General Order #1 prohib-
its the drinking of alcohol 
in Iraq.  It was recently 
handed down that each 
soldier in Iraq will be 
given two beers during 
the Super Bowl.  The 
time spent drinking this 
rare luxury was enjoyed 
by all, even those who do 
not normally drink. 

 H ello yet again from C Tank!  It has 
been a month since the last company 
newsletter and many things have hap-

pened since that time.  The Super Bowl, the combat 
patch ceremony, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. memo-
rial march, and the swearing in of the new Com-
mander in Chief to name a few.  The company has fin-
ished two months of its year deployment and time 
really seems to be fly-
ing by.  So with regard 
to brevity it is time to 
jump right to the im-
portant stuff. 
 The company 
celebrated Dr. Martin 
[ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
by participating in a 
memorial march in 
honor of his contribu-
tions to the civil rights 
movement that took 
place during the 
мфслΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
marched in forma-
tion to a stage 
where a band and several key note speakers were lo-
cated.  The brigade chaplain started the ceremony 
with an invocation that was led by the singing of the 
American national anthem.  From there the company 
listened to several speeches followed by the playing of 
some very memorable music by the FOB Kalsu choir.  
The finale of the entire ceremony was a luncheon at 
the Fob Kalsu DFAC.  Overall, the ceremony accom-
plished several things.  It put into perspective to how 
far the country and the military have come in the past 
half century regarding equal opportunity and the 
rights of every man (and woman of course).  The cere-
mony also allowed soldiers to take off from work for a 
few hours and relax and participate in a ceremony 
commemorating an American icon. 
 The month of January also saw the swearing in 

of our new president, the 
first African American 
elected to the post, 
President elect Barrack 
Obama.  The swearing in 
ceremony was televised 
at the FOB Kalsu MWR 
center.  Many members 

of Charlie Tank attended 
the viewing of the swear-
ing in.   The company was 
able to view history be-
ing made despite being 
deployed in Iraq. 
 February 1st was 
a very important day for 
the company.  The day 
was filled with the com-
bat patch ceremony and 
the Super Bowl.  The 
combat patch ceremony 
was conducted in very 
elaborate fashion, involv-
ing not only a huge bon-
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SPC Bolton receives coin from CG 



gymnast in attendance, 
which might have been 
more of a crowd pleaser 
than Michael Phelps. 
 February 1st was 
also filled with sporting 
events for a battalion fun 
day.  Each company pro-
vided teams for basket-
ball and flag football.  
There were also spots 
available for a pugil stick 
competition.  SGT Lle-
ǿŜƭƭȅƴ ƻŦ IvΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
won the championship in 
his weight class after lit-
erally knocking out his 
opponent.  The C-Tank 
basketball team made it 
to the semi finals before 
falling to the company 
with the most soldiers, 
HHC.  Overall, the com-
petition allowed the bat-
talion a day off to play 
some team sports. 
 Well, that just 
about wraps it up for the 
month of January in Iraq 
for C Tank.  As always, 
the soldiers are staying 
safe and anxiously await-
ing their opportunity to 
get home yet again to be 
with their loved ones.  At 
the current pace of 
things the deployment 
will be over sooner than 
anyone realizes. 

 C Tank will be moving shortly from their cur-
rent operating base at FOB Kalsu to another FOB in 
Karbala.  The mailing address will not change.  The mail 
will still go to FOB Kalsu and will be picked up many 
times a month to be delivered in some way to the sol-
ŘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ 
mixed bunch.  Many are happy to have a mission finally 
after two months of their deployment already being 
fulfilled.  A few others of the company do not wish to 
ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ /I¦ǎΩ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ Ch. YŀƭǎǳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǊπ
rangements at either FOB manage to maintain a signifi-
cant quality of life, however some soldiers will miss the 
ƳƻǊŜ άƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎέ ƻƴŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ Ch. YŀƭǎǳΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻ 
matter where the company goes the soldiers are pro-
fessionals and will make the most out of whatever they 
are given. 
 The company has also seen some personnel 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ȅŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎπ
nificantly increased when the battalion attached a pla-
toon of Scouts to it.  However, with the mission re-
cently given to C Pain, it has become clear that the 
Scouts will not be joining us.  The company wishes the 
Scouts the best of luck in the future where ever they 
may go. 
 The month of January also saw several promo-

tions.  So without further 
delay, congratulations to 
the following individuals:  
SSG Mallari and SGT 
IŀǿƪΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ b/hΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
proven themselves to be 
leaders and the Army has 
given attention to their 
professionalism by in-
creasing their rank.  Con-
gratulations again to SSG 
Mallari and SGT Hawk! 
 The MWR pro-
vided FOB Kalsu an op-
portunity to see several 
US Olympic medalists as 
the competitors toured 
Iraq in support of the 
troops fighting for free-
dom across the world.  
There were several gold 
medalists in attendance; 
but Michael Phelps was 
nowhere to be seen.  
There were however two 
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Wolfpack  
CPT. Greaves ð jess.greaves@us.army.mil & 1SG Quashie ð widmark.quashie@us.army.mil 

 T ƘŜ ά²ƻƭŦǇŀŎƪέΣ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ and Headquarters Company, 
has been hard at work since 

their arrival here at FOB Kalsu. The 5 platoons 
and 9 sections that comprise the Company 
are those elements of the Battalion that have 
a mission regardless of enemy or operational 
activity.  Simply put, this Company never 
stops. 
 The main effort for the company has 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΤ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΩǎ ŜǉǳƛǇπ
ment and Soldiers for upcoming operations.  
Through maintenance and training they have 
accomplished this monumental task.  Pride 
element continues to enhance the battalion 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
him and his staff safe during his schedule of 
battlefield rotations. 
 Both the Scouts and the Mortars de-
parted the formation for cross attachment to 
line companies as the Battalion departed Ku-
wait.  With C/3-66 AR receiving their new AO, 
the Scouts are back with the Wolfpack, and 

the company is happy to have them back.  The Mortar Platoon re-
mains cross attached with B/2-28IN however the Company main-
tains close ties.  

 The Scouts of 2-28 arrived at Camp Kalsu in two waves ear-
lier this month. The first group arrived the week of 14 January and 
the second arrived three days later. The first group of Scouts were 
assigned to Combat Housing Units to live in. The second half (the 
majority of the platoon), were assigned to Tents. Regardless of the 
situation the Scouts kept their morale high. They were enthusiastic 
about finally arriving in theater. 
 Upon arrival the Platoon immediately began working towards be-
coming fully mission capable in supporting C-Tank 3-66. The Scouts 
attended a zeroing range for their M4 rifles and HUMVEE rollover 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ мтW!bлфΦ ¢ƘŜ tƭŀǘƻƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ млл҈ ƛƴ DƻΩǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  
A Quick Reaction Force training exercise was conducted on 
28JAN09 in order to show the battalion that the Scouts can arrive 
quickly anywhere in sector to provide support for fellow Black Li-
ons. Successful in every way the Platoon is 100% fully mission capa-
ble and ready for any operation that the battalion could assign 
ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƭƭ ммрмΩǎ ŀƴŘ aw!tΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ v!v/ΩŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇπ
plies and ammunition.  

 In the past month, the cooks of HHC 2-28 have been con-
tinuously active.  
Completing their 
movement, finding a 
job and of course 
keeping their motiva-
tion high were three 
key tasks for Soldiers 
and their leadership.  
At the beginning of 
the New Year, the 

Scouts and Mortars  

DFAC (dining facility)  

{D¢ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΣ ²ƻƭŦǇŀŎƪΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǎŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ  ǊŜŎƛǘŜǎ 
the NCO Creed Wolfpack Cooks, PFC Padgett and PVT Woodall  
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cooks were ready to leave Camp Buering and finally 
fly to Fob Kalsu.  During the movement they went 
through a lot of moving around, bedding down and 
waiting.  There were long days and short nights, but 
it was all worth while when they departed the Black 
Hawk and greeted their brethren who had flown 
earlier.  After a long day of running around and fly-
ing they got to their new home. 
 After getting acclimated to their new home, 
the cooks settled down to work in the DFAC, where, 
rather than cook they found their job was to advise 
and supervise the civilian cooks.  Their attention to 
sanitation has been key to keeping the rest of the 
battalion safe and full of tasty meals. In their spare 
minutes the platoon is getting good training, learn-
ing the administrative side of dining facility manage-
ment, MRAP operations and Combat Life saving 
Skills.  
 The platoon is proud to welcome a new sol-
dier straight out of AIT.  This gives them the chance 
to train him and impart the skills that they have 
learned from their leaders. 
 Today the cooks continue to improve their 
position and keep their heads up.  They improve the 
civilians in the DFAC daily and make it a safe and 
healthy environment for their fellow soldiers.   

 Over the past month Headquarters Platoon 
has also shown their true strength and ability to 
overcome whatever obstacles may lie in their path 
to victory.  Upon arriving in Fob Kalsu, Headquarters 
Platoon, led with distinction by Staff Sergeant 
Quintanilla and Sergeant Nummerdor has built one 
of the finest Tactical Operations Centers on the 
post. Headquarters Soldiers have attended numer-
ous training events, from MRAP drivers training to 
Combat Lifesaver Skills training, courses which not 
only count for military education but also for pro-
motion points. 
The month of January held a few social events of 
great significance. The first was the Battalion Birth-
day party which honored all soldiers with January 
Birthdays. Our very own Sgt. Knudsen was honored 
to attend.  January27 there was a dinner for select 

NCO leadership from the Battalion. SSG Caiado, SSG Smith, 
and SSG Acosta were honored to attend while Command 
Sergeant Major Akuna and Lieutenant Colonel Reynolds 
encouraged the NCO corps to keep doing great things in 
order to maintain the high standards the Black Lions have. 
31JAN09 the Scouts participated and represented Charlie 
3-66 in the Black Lion field day. The Black Lion field day 
was a day set aside for soldiers to relax and have friendly 
competition against one another. PFC Fiore was proud to 
be the winner of the lightweight pugil stick competition 
and is to be awarded an Army Achievement Medal for his 
actions. The rest of the platoon competed vigorously in 
Basketball, Football, and the MRAP Crew Drill.   
The 21st of January SSG Ciado and SPC Wisz re-enlisted 
both to stay in the Unit, and SSG Smith re-enlisted 25th of 
January to go become an instructor at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  
PFC Machado and Housinger were promoted to SPC in 
January both strong leaders that will make a quick impact 
on the Scout Platoon.  
 Since arriving in Kalsu, the Wolfpack has received 
the Combat Patch,  won the Battalion Sports Day tourna-
ment with a clean sweep of all team events and has im-
proved its position in preparation for receipt of mission. 

Headquarters  

²ƻƭŦǇŀŎƪΩǎ ƻǿƴ {D¢ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘŀƭπ
ion, prepares to cut the Combat Patch Ceremonial cake.  PFC Kirk-

land (Left) is the youngest. 
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