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 Black Lion Families, Veterans, and 
Friends, belated Valentines Day hugs and 
kisses go out to all of you from us here on 
Iraqi Freedomõs Frontier. Has it really been 

almost 6 months since weõve de-
ployed here, time flies (or not). I 
guess that depends on where you are 
at any moment in time. Well it has 
been a great month so far: Ground-
hogõs Day, Texans cheerleader visit, 
Super Bowl (get 2 beers each, Con-
grats New Orleans Saints fans!), Val-
entines Day, 2 x Company Changes 
of Command, Iraqi holidays of Ar-
baõeen (40 days after the Ashura 
celebration commemorating the 
martyrdom of Husayn bin Ali, the 
grandson of the prophet Muhammed) 
and itõs Pilgrimage, the Pilgrimage 
commemorating the death of the 11 th 
Imam at the Golden Mosque in 
Samarra (over 500K pilgrims this 
year! And no violence!), Contin-
gency Operations, Patrols, Air As-
sault/Aerial QRF missions, and 
preparations for National Elections 

all going on. It is sometimes difficult to 
know what day of the week it is with all that 
is happening.  
     I want to acknowledge our outgo-
ing Company Commanders, Attack 6 CPT 
Drew Carrigan, and Hunter 6 CPT Ross 
Kinkead. Both men have performed phe-
nomenally over the past 18 months with 
their Companies.  Through all the train -up, 
deployments to FSOK and NTC and finally 
getting their Black Lions here to Southern 
Salah AdõDin and keeping them safe- well 
done!  CPT Carrigan will be going North to 
COB Speicher to take command of the BDE 
HHC, while CPT Kinkead is staying here in 
the Black Lions and is now Attack 6.  CPT 
Russ Cummings, our superstar Fires and 
Effects Officer, is now Hunter 6, welcome to 
Command Russ and Erin!  
    This is a full Lions Roar Issue, so Iõll 
keep it short. Elections are on the horizon, 
lotõs of preparation for all and weõll be busy 
as Black Lions!  Thanks to all who partici-
pated in the Black Lion Shout Out, hopefully 
you caught our Valentines Shout Out.  We 
miss you, weõre thinking about you, and 
weõre making you proud! 

 
Black Lion 6 
 
[Happy Valentineõs Day Leigh, I Love 

You!]  
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Commander on the Prowl  

HHC Change of Command be-

tween CPT Kinkead & CPT 

Cummings.  

Attack Co Change of Command between  

CPT Carrigan & CPT Kinkead.  

HHC COC A Co COC 


