
To all the families, friends and support-

ers of the Black Lions: greetings from 

Eastern Paktika Province, Afghanistan!  

Over the past month we have continued 

to conduct operations throughout our 

area of operations while working tire-

lessly to improve the capabilities of our 

Afghan partners. 

 

Over the past ninety days we have in-

creased our knowledge of local politics 

and conditions.  While we may never 

completely understand all of the com-

plex dynamics and tribal issues at work 

in the Afghan population, we are begin-

ning to find ways to help the locals use 

their government to solve some of their 

problems.  Tied to helping improve the 

lives of the local people is improving 

the security situation.  As we continue 

to increase the capacity and capability 

of our Afghan Army and Police part-

ners, the local population will increas-

ingly trust them to keep the people safe. 

 

Throughout our travels visiting the 

companies, I am constantly impressed 

with the high morale and esprit de 

corps among our young Soldiers. Each 

of them volunteered to serve, each with 

their own unique reasons; yet they have 

coalesced into a cohesive formation 

dedicated to completing every mission 

with determination.  Their combined 

efforts are the driving force behind our 

success here in Paktika Province.   

 

It is an honor serve with our Soldiers, 

Non-Commissioned Officers, and Offi-

cers.  Every Soldier, regardless of rank 

or MOS is contributing daily to the suc-

cess of our mission. We can all be 

proud of their selfless service our Army 

and country.  

 

We would like to also take this oppor-

tunity to wish everyone a Happy 

Thanksgiving.  All across Eastern Pak-

tika preparation is underway to provide 

the absolute best meal we can to each 

of our Soldiers.  Due to ongoing opera-

tions, we are going to celebrate Thanks-

giving on Friday, but rest assured, it is 

going to be a memorable event for all 

of our Soldiers.    

 

Thank you for the continued support 

you provide your deployed Soldier.  

Keeping a solid connection with home 

is essential to maintaining morale, stay-

ing focused, and ensuring success. I am 

certain that your Soldier misses you, 

and you are all in our thoughts as we 

continue our mission in the next several 

months. 

 
  

Love of Country Conquers! 
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Friends of the Black Lions, throughout October 

your Soldiers continued to operate at a hectic 

pace throughout East Paktika.  With roughly one 

quarter of the deployment under their belts, their 

confidence and skills are increasing daily.  Our 

mission remains tough, but each of our Soldiers 

has risen to the occasion, and proven tougher. 

Each day the enemy is weakened, and our part-

nered Afghan National Security Forces continue 

to improve. We will continue to take the fight to 

the enemy. 

 

 Throughout our formation, our Non-

Commissioned Officers are performing superbly. 

Their enforcement of standards, attention to de-

tail, and dedication to training are paying divi-

dends every day.  Our Soldiers are some of the 

most skilled, best trained, and lethal fighters 

thanks to their leadersô efforts. 

 

Todayôs Black Lions are upholding the proud 

legacy of past warriors of the 28th Infantry Regi-

ment. I hope you enjoy seeing and reading in this 

newsletter about some of the feats of arms that 

our Soldiers have accomplished.  I am im-

mensely proud of the way our Soldiers have con-

ducted themselves to this point of our deploy-

ment, and have no doubt that they will continue 

to steadfastly hold the line through the remainder 

of our time here. 

  
 

Love of Country Conquers! 

 
Black Lion 7                    



 

sonnel involved performed expertly.  However, the 
maintenance section was the star of the show for 
much of the operation, conducting recovery opera-
tions on countless stuck vehicles and vehicles dam-
aged by the terrain, and keeping the convoy moving 
even when it seemed most likely to stall. 
   Throughout all of these operations, the Medics pa-
trolled alongside the maneuver platoons, both in ve-
hicles and on foot.  By treating injuries, dehydration, 
and countless other common ailments that Soldiers 
deal with in the harsh environment of Afghanistan, 
the medics provided the company and the entire bat-
talion with support that allowed them to keep going 
even in the most difficult, demanding (and sometimes 
painful) of situations.  Our HHC medics are truly life-
savers. 
   This time of year is particularly difficult to be away 
from family, with the countless holidays and special 
occasions that make up the late fall months.  How-
ever, HHC was very lucky to have the support of its 
excellent FRG throughout the month, and in particu-
lar on Halloween.  Thanks to the efforts and dona-
tions of our incredible FRG team, every single Soldier 
in HHC received a bag of treats and goodies for the 
holiday to remind them of better times and bring a 
little bit of home to Afghanistan.  It was a special and 
thoughtful gift from the half of the Wolfpack family we 
left behind in Germany.  Thanks for your continued 
support from home.  We think about you all and 
thank you for your support constantly, and we canôt 
wait to see you soon as we continue travelling home 
for much-needed R&R leave! 
 
CPT Timothy M. Boucher           1SG Glenn L. Collins 
         Wolfpack-6        Wolfpack-7 
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NOVEMBER 2011  

  October was another busy month for Team Wolfpack in 
Paktika Province.  With three, nearly four months gone by 
now, Soldiers have begun departing Afghanistan on 
much-needed and well-deserved R&R leave.  This is an 
important part of the deployment cycle as it allows Sol-
diers and their families to spend valuable time together in 
an otherwise difficult year apart.  This is also an important 
sign that the deployment is truly under way now, and that 
every day is one day closer to the unit returning home to 
Germany for good.   
  The battalion staff has been incredibly busy planning 
multiple major operations and has been working tirelessly 
to ensure that the companies have the resources and 
plans that they need to execute their missions.   Their 
efforts have ensured the continued success of all the TF 
2-28 companies throughout the month. 
  The Scouts and Support platoon conducted multiple 
operations this month.  During OPERATION ST VITH, 
both platoons patrolled to a nearby Afghan police check-
point and conducted meetings with key leaders there to 
help develop the American-Afghan partnership and im-
prove local security in our battalionôs area of operations. 
Throughout the month, the Scouts acted as the battalion 
QRF, prepared to respond and assist any unit in need 
throughout the area on a momentôs notice.  Several times 
they were alerted and moved out the gate within minutes 
to provide assistance and needed support.  Support pla-
toon conducted OPERATION STAVELOT on a nearby 
ridgeline to prevent insurgent movement into the area.  
Battling difficult terrain and over thirty six hours without 
sleep, they performed exceptionally and provided security 
and observation, allowing another platoon to patrol the 
mountainside without incident. 
   Later, in one of the battalionôs largest and most de-
manding operations yet, the majority of the company par-
ticipated in OPERATION-SELMA-I.  With support from 
the Scouts, Support Platoon, Maintenance, and Medics, 
HHC conducted an incredibly grueling nine-day operation 
to retrograde equipment from a remote combat outpost.  
In a vehicle convoy consisting of over sixty vehicles and 
one-hundred and eighty personnel, Team Wolfpack drove 
through the day and night, for periods of over forty hours 
without rest, to accomplish their mission.  All of the per-
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Newly promoted SPC Bean. 

The Wolfpack assembles. 
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Members of the Wolfpack recovers a vehicle during a recent combat logistical patrol  

Above: Vehicle Recovery Operations 

Below: Adverse terrain is no problem 

for our Support Platoon. 
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From the Commander: 

   Snow has started to fall on the 

highest peaks surrounding Zerok, 

as the Bushmasters of Task 

Force 2-28 continue combat op-

erations heading into late fall and 

winter in eastern Paktika Prov-

ince.  Operations targeting insur-

gents in the area are increasingly being led and 

planned by our Afghan National Army and Police 

counterparts, showing the effectiveness of the Bush-

masterôs mentorship and training program.  So as the 

days get shorter and temperatures drop lower, mo-

rale remains high as our Soldierôs efforts are increas-

ing security and governance in the Zerok and Naka 

districts.   

Many other personnel have made their way into 

COP Zerok this past month as well, to include a 

team of Engineers.  The Engineers are hard at work 

building a dining facility, in which the Bushmasters 

will be able to enjoy the hot food prepared by SPC 

Amonôs team of cooks in addition to being able to 

keep up with the news or sports on a new television.  

SPC Amon and his cooks really do an amazing job, 

preparing food for everyone on COP Zerok.  He will 

even provide lobster tails and steaks to platoons 

when they return from patrols, allowing the Soldiers 

to grill outside on the nice autumn days before the 

heavy snowfall makes its way down to the COP in 

the coming months.   

           CPT Halstead 

Bushmaster-6 


