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To all the families, friends and 

supporters of the Black Lions: 

greetings from Eastern Paktika 

Province, Afghanistan!   

 

Happy New Year! I hope each of 

you had a wonderful holiday sea-

son, despite the absence of your 

Soldier. Here in East Paktika, the 

members of our Task Force found 

creative ways to celebrate the 

Holidays with their Black Lion 

family. We enjoyed a feast on 

Christmas Day and Santa even 

made an appearance and gave out 

care packages. However you cele-

brated the holiday season, I hope 

it was special and meaningful. 

 

2012 promises to be an exciting 

year for the Black Lions.  We are 

currently focusing on keeping our 

Soldiers well-trained and secure 

as the winter weather sets in...and 

it has definitely set inéwith over 

24ò of snow on some of our out-

posts.  When spring arrives we 

will support our Afghan partners 

as they take the lead in security 

operations allowing the people to 

choose them, and their govern-

ment, over the insurgents.   

 

We are also starting our prepara-

tion for this summer when the 

Task Force turns over East Pak-

tika to our replacements and rede-

ploys to Germany. Stay tuned to 

Task Force Shield and your FRG 

leaders for the latest information 

and timelines regarding our re-

turn. While there are probably 

wild rumors circulating about po-

tential dates, please pay attention 

to the official sources, and disre-

gard the speculation.   

 

I wish you all the best in the New 

Year, and we all look forward to a 

successful 2012! 
 

 
  

Love of Country Conquers! 
  
Black Lion 6 

LTC John V. Meyer, III 
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Members of the Black Lion Family: 

 
With the Holidays behind us, and a New Year upon 

us, I couldnôt be more proud of the accomplishments 

of your Soldier during 2011.  Looking forward to 

2012, I know that the members of this Task Force 

will continue to do great things and will certainly add 

to the legacy of the óBlack Lionsô. 

 

Over the past twelve months, this formation has suc-

ceeded under trying and difficult circumstances. In 

each and every endeavor, our Soldiers, under the 

watchful eyes of their NCOs have accomplished ex-

traordinary feats of arms. Their efforts have been in 

keeping with the great tradition of the United States 

Army, and I am proud to have served with each of 

them. 

 

Here at the halfway point of our deployment, rest 

assured that the NCOs of this formation are making 

sure our Soldiers keep their head in the fight.  For 

any unit in combat, complacency is a dangerous en-

emy, and every leader in our formation is actively 

fighting it by adhering to good discipline and uphold-

ing our high standards.  This Task Force has made a 

name for itself through ruthless attention to detail and 

enforcing standards at all levels. This will continue, 

since Soldier safety is of the upmost important to all 

of our leaders. 

 

Iôd also like to thank all of you who sent care pack-

ages our way over the holidays.  These thoughtful 

gifts were greatly appreciated by all of our Soldiers, 

and certainly boosted morale.  While it is the Soldiers 

in our Task Force that make it successful, the support 

they receive from all of you that is vital to keeping 

their spirits high, especially at this time of year! 
 

Love of Country Conquers! 

 

Black Lion 7                    
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Merry Christmas from the Wolfpack at FOB Orgun-E.  

We miss everybody at home, particularly this holiday 

season.  The Soldiers dealt with separation by remaining 

busy throughout the month.  The Support platoon, Scout 

platoon, Maintenance platoon and the company head-

quarters completed another difficult series of convoys to 

deliver new equipment and collect up old equipment 

from the outlying-combat outposts.  The Soldiers again 

drove on overnight convoys through mountain passes, on 

barely-existent roads, and fought their way through en-

emy attacks and ambushes to complete the mission.  The 

performance of the entire company in combat over the 

past month has truly been outstanding and everyone 

should be very proud. 

Our dining facility cooked a great Christmas dinner here, 

but it was no replacement for the home cooking of our 

spouses and families.  We were grateful to receive Christ-

mas packages from the FRG.  Each Soldier received a 

small bundle of goodies to cheer them up.  In addition to 

the FRG goodies, we received a mountain of mail from 

friends and family at home in Germany and the States.  

The Soldiersô morale was improved with the packages 

and we could not be more thankful.  Thanks again for 

your continued support from home; we will be seeing you 

all soon and have a Happy New Year. 

 
CPT Timothy M. Boucher           1SG Glenn L. Collins 
         Wolfpack-6        Wolfpack-7 

Above:  The view from a helicopter of some of the 
treacherous terrain in Orgun District.. 

Below: Two Wolfpack Soldiers provide security. 


