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TASK FORCE 2 -28  

EAST PAKTIKA,  

AFGHANISTAN  



Families, friends and supporters of the Black Lions:  

 

As we enter the month of February, we begin the final third of our deployment here in East Paktika, 

Afghanistan.  With winter weather upon us, we have ramped up our training as well as teaching and 

mentoring our Afghan partners. Once spring arrives we will be well prepared to set the conditions 

for our replacements. We have seen significant improvements among our partnered units, and our 

efforts will certainly come to fruition when ISAF forces turn over this province to the Afghan Secu-

rity Forces.  Each day we spend in training and partnership with our Afghan allies gives hope of a 

secure future for the Afghan people. 

 

I am aware that there are reports in the media concerning the future of forces in Europe.  Please lis-

ten only to official channels as information becomes available.  Rest assured that the Army will not 

make any moves in haste, and furthermore, the Army will continue to support our Soldierôs families 

throughout any potential transition that is in the future.  Your FRG leaders and Rear-Detachment 

cadre will convey official word of the Brigadeôs future as soon as it is available. 

 

Your Black Lions continue to make us proud each day!  Despite the harsh winter conditions, our 

Soldiers are keeping motivated and busy.  It is an honor and privilege to serve with these men and 

women who are so selflessly serving our nation.  Out of a population of 312 million individuals, 

these are some of the one percent who volunteered to serve something greater than themselves.  

They join a proud lineage of Black Lions who have served their nation in combat, 

and served with honor! 

 
  

Love of Country Conquers! 
  
Black Lion 6 

LTC John V. Meyer, III 
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Friends of the Black Lions: 

 

This month marks the eighth month that weôve had 

Soldiers deployed to Afghanistan, and even with the 

winter snows our men and women have kept the mo-

mentum going.  Over the past couple of months, we 

have hosted a distinguished list of VIP visitors.  All 

of these high-ranking Generals and diplomats have 

commented on how well our Soldiers are accom-

plishing their mission, as well as how disciplined and 

proud this Task Force appears.  In this case, appear-

ances are not deceiving.  Our Non-commissioned 

officers are doing an outstanding job enforcing our 

high standards, as well as achieving outstanding re-

sults across our area of operations.  As the final few 

months of our deployment approach, we will need 

this backbone of NCOs to ensure that our Soldiers do 

not get complacent. 

 

February and March mark the final months of leave 

for our Soldiers.  If your loved one hasnôt been on 

leave yet, he or she will be soon.  I know you look 

forward to being reunited with your Soldier for a well

-deserved R&R.  For those who already took leave, 

there is not much time left on this tour.  In just a few 

months our Task Force will begin sending Soldiers 

home.  Please pay attention to your FRG for the lat-

est, and most accurate information.  I promise you 

that as soon as we can publish specific dates of arri-

val that we will do so through the FRG channels. 

However, for us over here, the fight continues.  I can 

also assure you that the Soldiers and leadership of 

this formation are focused on taking the fight to the 

enemy and ensuring all of our Soldiers return home 

safely.  Thanks for your continued support for your 

Soldier. 
 

Love of Country Conquers! 

 

Black Lion 7                    
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Greetings from snow-covered FOB Orgun-E.  The winter has 

truly set in here; we have had over a foot of snow on the 

ground here at times in the last month.  The cold weather and 

snow have slowed operations a bit, but the Wolfpack continues 

to patrol and accomplish its mission.  The company is currently 

focused on training to sustain our own combat proficiency, and 

training the ANSF to improve their capabilities. 

   The Support Platoon had a busy month.  They recently part-

nered with the Afghan Uniformed Police of Orgun District.  

They have been busy making the Orgun AUP a more effective 

police force and are making a difference in Orgun City.  The 

Support platoon and company HQ also conducted a difficult 

winter convoy to Firebase Lilley to deliver urgently needed 

equipment to an adjacent unit.  The route was long, frozen, and 

required several vehicle-recovery operations and the assistance 

of our Maintenance platoon. 

   Soon, 1SG Collins will change responsibility with 1SG Jones 

coming from COP Margah.  It will be tough to lose 1SG 

Collins, but we are happy to keep him in the company where he 

will help with FOB administration.   1SG Collins did a tremen-

dous job over the past year.  He trained and deployed the com-

pany, drastically improved the battalion FOB, and led the com-

pany on combat operations.   Though it will be difficult to lose 

1SG Collins as First Sergeant, we are happy to receive another 

proven Black Lion to replace him.  1SG Jones has a great repu-

tation coming from C/2-28, and we look forward to his arrival. 

   Thank you for continuing to support your Soldiers.  Morale is 

high and we attribute that to the outstanding support from our 

families.  We are well past the halfway point and cannot wait to 

get back to Germany and our Families. 

 
CPT Timothy M. Boucher           1SG Glenn L. Collins 
         Wolfpack-6        Wolfpack-7 

Above:  A Wolfpack Soldier holds the Battalion Colors 

prior to an awards ceremony. 
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Wolfpack members receive their Combat 

Action Badges from MG Allyn, the Com-

mander of the 1st Cavalry Division. 
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1LT Stanforth works the Air desk. 

A LOOK AROUND THE HHC CP  



 

dergo basic life saving measures. After 

many months of patrols, it is important 

that everyone be recertified by our quali-

fied medical personnel here on COP Ze-

rok. And yes, everyone gets stuck with an 

IV!  

   Building relationships with Afghan 

Government officials is vital to success 

here at COP Zerok. The Bushmasters 

hosted a large event that included many 

local and provincial leaders from Paktika 

Province, plus the NATO Senior Civilian 

Representative Sam Gass. In addition, the 

local populace was welcomed to join in 

on the discussion. These meetings are a 

great place for local leaders to come to-

gether with Coalition forces and discuss 

any issues that they have. Each meeting 

brings us one step closer to success and 

one step closer to coming home.  
          

CPT Halstead     1SG Carney 

Bushmaster-6   Bushmaster-7 
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From the Commander: 

   The Bushmasters of Bravo Company, Task 

Force 2-28 kicked off the New Year with a 

bang...and we arenôt talking party poppers! 

Soldiers from COP Zerok began in-depth 

weapons training partnered with Afghan Na-

tional Security Forces. The training will take 

several weeks to complete, focusing on the 

fundamentals of marksmanship and move-

ment techniques, and culminating in a simu-

lated live fire event. This realistic training 

provides the soldiers of Bravo 2-28 the op-

portunity to hone their skills, all while pro-

ducing a vital training program for the Af-

ghan Forces.  Many of the ANSF have not 

had adequate time to become proficient with 

their weapons system.  Partnered training 

events allow U.S. forces to improve the ef-

fectiveness of their counterparts, and develop 

lasting relationships. 

   The winter months at COP Zerok bring 

snow and many cold nights. Although cold 

enough to train an Olympic bobsled team, it 

is time for the Bushmasters to retrain on 

some of the most perishable but important 

skills. CLS or Combat Life Saver is a class 

given to soldiers prior to deployments and 

ensure everyone knows the basics of first aid. 

Although each platoon has a well qualified 

medic, it is important for every Soldier to un-
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Left and Below Left: Bushmasters 

train on small arms with ANSF 

partners  

Above: Bushmaster 6 leads a shura with local neighbors. 

Below: ANSF and Bushmasters conduct medical training. 
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Gruss Gott from Afghanistan! Each month 

the Spartans will be sending out a newslet-

ter with updates on what is happening with 

us here in Afghanistan.  

The Scoop 
 Itôs been a mostly slow month for the 

Men of  Margah. Snow has fallen heavily, 

making patrols difficult for both us and the 

bad guys. Most of the time everyone, Sol-

diers, Locals and Insurgents have just spent 

staying out of the cold. Trips to villages that 

normally take 45 minutes are lasting longer 

than two hours. Never the less, the men press 

on.  

 The biggest news for the company this 

month are changes occurring for company 

leadership. This month we welcomed another 

new First Sergeant. 1SG Jones will be mov-

ing on to a higher level of authority, taking 

responsibility for Headquarters Company. 

On the 5th of February we welcomed 1SG 

James Mastrodomenico as the newest Spar-

tan 7. Executive officers were also swapped, 

with 1LT Blackham moving to Battalion S4, 

and CPT Tony Nicosia becoming the new 

Spartan 5. Finally, 1LT Murphy has rotated 

out with 1LT Matthew Miller.   

The Margah Tribune 
FEBRUARY 2012  

SPARTANS!  

1SG Mastrodomenico assumes responsibility  

for Charlie Company 

Soldiers from 3rd Platoon prepare for a mission 



Spartans 
FEBRUARY 2012  
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ANA Soldiers playing in the snow 

Snow covered mountains hanging over Afghan homes. 



Spartans 
FEBRUARY 2012  
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SGT Quick keeps the heaters fueled 

and running smoothly. 

SGT Kurtz enjoying the latest snowfall. 
Old Glory flies proudly over COP Margah 
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The snow continues and so does the work.  In addition to our regular patrols we are doing training 

to refresh all of our skills from marksmanship to first aid.  We are also training our Afghan partners from 

their Army and Border Police.  SGT Truelove conducts maintenance classes with them several times a 

week.  

 

Next time you see the Robartôs extend congratulations.  Yesterday, they welcomed their first child a 

healthy son, Andrew Jr. 

 

Iôm sure all of you know that the Orbeôs will be leaving us this weekend.  They have been with the 

company since summer 2009 and helped lead the company with three company commanders and deploy-

ments to Iraq, Hohenfels, Bulgaria, and Afghanistan.  I would like to extend my personal thanks to both of 

them for their help in leading the company and taking care of our families while weôve been in three coun-

tries and all over Germany.  They made it look effortless but they spent countless hours helping all of us.  

They arenôt going far, just down the road to HHC Brigade. 

 

We welcome (back) SFC(P) Martinez and his wife Stephanie and their two girls and son to Charlie 

Tank.  They are joining us from the Brigade staff where SFC Martinez was the Brigade Master Gunner and 

before that they were a part of The House of Pain as the Platoon Sergeant of 3rd Platoon. 

 

If you have heard rumors of a further force reduction in Brigade they are true.  The Brigade is send-

ing some Soldiers back to Germany.  Charlie Tank is not affected by this reduction and as of now we will 

all be here for the rest of the deployment. 

 

Iôm hearing questions about a dining out.  The answer is yes, we will have one and everyone who 

was a part of Charlie Tank over the deployment is invited.  I donôt want to rush and to do it right will take 

some planning so we will do it after block leave. 

 

HOUSE OF PAIN!!! 

 

CPT Max Seitz, Pain 6 
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Top : The winter weather settles in on FOB Tillman and OP1. 

Bottom: 1LT Brunsdon posing as a chai boy. 


