
Greeting to all the families, friends and 
supporters of the Black Lions. Over the last 

two months we have arrived safely and 

assumed control of Eastern Pakitia Prov-
ince, Afghanistan with our partnered units 

of the Afghan National Security Forces. 

 

Our Soldiers are doing great. All the tough 
training we went through, from the moun-

tains of Romania and Bulgaria last sum-

mer, through gunnery and winter training 
in Germany, has definitely been worth-

whileéthe Soldiers and Leaders have the 

leadership attributes, discipline, standards 
and skills to accomplish every mission as-

signed to the Task Force.  All of the eight 

company level formations across our Area 

of Operations are performing magnifi-
cently and you can truly be proud of their 

service to our Nation. 

 
We have adapted to the rugged and austere 

environment here in Afghanistan. The 

leaders are doing exactly what they are 
supposed to do, lead our Soldiers.   The 

Soldiers have taken to their mission of con-

ducting combined operations with the Af-

ghan Security Forces and are helping to 
transition those forces into a professional, 

capable force that will take the lead in Af-

ghanistanôs future. 
 

Make no mistakeéwe are operating daily 

in some of the toughest terrain imaginable 

in some of the most remote locations in 
Afghanistan.  But regardless of the con-

ditions, the attitude of the Soldiers is 

truly incredible.  On every outpost and 
patrol base the morale is high and the 

laughter and smiles between these bands 

of brothers is amazing. 

 
Fortunately we are part of the most dis-

ciplined, well equipped and supplied 

fighting force on earth and are provided 
all the tools we need to operate here as 

well as communicate with our families 

and friends back home.  Since the time 
of Alexander the Great, historians have 

proclaimed the difficulty of supplying 

armies fighting in Afghanistan. No 

other military in the world is more capa-
ble of delivering the supplies our Sol-

diers need than the American military. 

From ammunitionéto foodé to mail 
from back home in America and Ger-

manyéwe are receiving it as quickly as 

possible. 
 

On behalf of all the Soldiers, I person-

ally want to thank youéthe families 

and friends on the home frontéfor the 
overwhelming outpouring of support 

you have provided to the Soldiers of 

Task Force Black Lion. You too are 
sacrificing daily so we can execute the 

mission our Nation has called upon us 

to perform.  We will win while serving 

with honor and are looking forward to 
the day we return home. 

 

Love of Country Conquers! 
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   Family and friends of the Black Lions, the train up for 

Afghanistan began well before we had orders to deploy. 

Beginning in the mountains of Romania and Bulgaria, to 

the long winter training in Germany, the Black Lions have 

focused on three primary objectives in their training in 

order to take the fight to the enemy and win. Leadership, 

basic infantry skills and tough enduring discipline. 

 
   The Black Lions arrived in Paktika ready to fight. A 

mountainous region of Afghanistan with an average eleva-

tion of 7,400 feet, the Soldiers are acclimatized and are 

climbing these mountains every day, taking the fight to the 

enemy. 

 

   The terrain here is tough, the living conditions are Spar-

tan at best.  From COP Curry in the deep south of our bat-

tle space, through COP Boris, COP Margah, , and COP 

Tillman along the Afghanistan/Pakistan Boarder, to COP 

Zerok in the high mountains to the north, the Black Lions 
have risen to every challenge our mission has put before 

them. 

 

   Each location in our area of operations has itôs own 

unique fight to conduct. And the high discipline standards 

established in the train-up and while in the rear have car-

ried over into deployment. If I was the Taliban, I would be 

very afraid. 

 

   These Soldiers are tough, ready and aggressive. It is my 

immense pride to be their command sergeant major in this 

fight and call these warriors, my warriors. 
 

   In the months ahead these men and women will be chal-

lenged every day, be it through partnered operations with 

our Afghan allies, to enduring the harsh realities of the 

Afghan winter. I know they will succeed and you at home 

should be proud of all they have set out to accomplish this 

year. 

 

Love of Country Conquers! 
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